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Artists/animators 
Programmers 

Instructional designers 
Web designers  

Video team 
Social media team



InnovativeMedia.nmsu.edu InnovativeMediaBlog.nmsu.edu
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Research
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Learner-centered 
(Who is your audience?)

Outreach activities 
Presentations 
Videos/Photos 

Workshops 
Training sessions 

Social media posts 
Promote events 

Educational purposes

Outreach 
needs

What do you want 
communicate?
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Adobe 
creative cloud

Type in chat  
What software do you use 

to design things? 

Outreach 
needs

Canva Other 
…
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How learning happens? 

“A transformation of new 
information from the environment 
into long-term memory.” 

(Clark and Lyons, 2011)  

Information 
processing



Learning 
Games 
Lab

Graphic Design for Extension: Tips to Elevate any Outreach Material | Cezarotto, 2025

Attention  

(Clark and Lyons, 2011) 

1

2

3

Information 
processing

Meaningful Learning
Dehaene (2020)
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7 +/- 2

The limits of humans 
working memory 

(Clark and Lyons, 2011) 

Attention  

Information 
processing

Meaningful Learning
Dehaene (2020)
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Complex

Simple

(Petterson, 2010)

Attention  

Information 
processing

Meaningful Learning
Dehaene (2020)
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Learner-centered 
(Who is your audience?)

Information 
processing

(Lankow, Ritchie & Crooks, 2012)
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(Mayer, 2021)

Multimedia 
Learning  
Theory

Pictorial 
representation  

(non-verbal) 

Verbal  
representation

+WORDS IMAGES

Narration  
Written text 

Picture 
Drawings 
Graphics 

Animations 
Videos 

Multimedia 
design
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+
WORDS

IMAGES

Animation or Video

Multimedia 
design

innovativemedia.nmsu.edu/products/videos.html
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+
WORDS

IMAGES

Animation or Video

Multimedia 
design

itipsFoodSafety.com 
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Slide presentation

WORDS

IMAGES

+

Multimedia 
design
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Interactive module or game 

WORDS

IMAGES

+

Multimedia 
design

FarmSanitizing.nmsu.edu
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Social media post

WORDS

IMAGES

+

Multimedia 
design
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Active processing  
(Mayer, 2009, Wittrock, 1989)

1. Receive information 
2. Select information 
3. Organize information  
4. Integrate information  

Multimedia 
design
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Multimedia 
design
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Make it 
engaging! 

Graphic 
Design tips
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Dive and 
understand 
who is your 
audience 

Make it 
engaging! 

Graphic 
Design tips
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Intention 
What do you 

want to 
communicate 

Make it 
engaging! 

Graphic DesignGraphic 
Design tips

Dive and 
understand 
who is your 
audience 



Graphic 
Design 
Tips

1. Color Contrast 
2. Color Palette 
3. Fonts 
4. Hierarchy 
5. Legibility  
6. Appeal 
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1

1.  
Color 
Contrast

Graphic 
Design tips
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1
Graphic 
Design tips

1.  
Color 
Contrast
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https://color.adobe.com/create/color-contrast-analyzer

1.  
Color 
Contrast

Graphic 
Design tips
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https://color.adobe.com/create/color-contrast-analyzer

1.  
Color 
Contrast

Graphic 
Design tips
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https://color.adobe.com/create/image

2.  
Color  
Palette

Graphic 
Design tips
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3. 
Typeface

Graphic 
Design tips
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Title  
Text

Title (bold)  

Title (regular)


Title (italic)

3. 
Typeface

Graphic 
Design tips
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3. 
Typeface

Graphic 
Design tips

https://fonts.google.com/
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Comic Sans MS

APPLE 
CHANCERY

Avoid: Too many fonts (max 2) 3. 
Typeface

Graphic 
Design tips
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https://wordmark.it

3. 
Typeface

Graphic 
Design tips

https://wordmark.it


Learning 
Games 
Lab

Graphic Design for Extension: Tips to Elevate any Outreach Material | Cezarotto, 2025

Provide structure 
Emphasis  
Sequence  
Connections

Size

Bigger text
Smaller text

4. 
Hierarchy

Graphic 
Design tips
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Font style

Bold
Regular or thin

Provide structure 
Emphasis  
Sequence  
Connections

4. 
Hierarchy

Graphic 
Design tips
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Color

Different Colors

Provide structure 
Emphasis  
Sequence  
Connections

4. 
Hierarchy

Graphic 
Design tips
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Shapes

Shapes

Provide structure 
Emphasis  
Sequence  
Connections

4. 
Hierarchy

Graphic 
Design tips
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People can read 
& understand better

Line width: lines that are too long make the reading slow and harder 
for people

Line width

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips

Line width: 
lines too short 
make the 
reading slow 

Line width: Find the balance to 
make the ready easier 
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Space 
between lines: Space between lines: pay 

attention to space between 

your paragraph lines.

Space between lines: pay attention to space between your paragraph lines.

Space between lines: pay 
attention to space between 
your paragraph lines.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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ALL CAPS: can reduce 
13 to 20% the reading 
speed.

Bold: it’s better to 
emphasize content.

Font style: Different 
font styles are better 
perceived by the readers 
than different fonts.

Title 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Lupton 2024

Centered Justified Flush left/rag right Flush right/rag left

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Lupton 2024

Centered

CENTERED TEXT is symmetrical, like 
the facade of a classical building. 

This style often appears on 
invitations, title pages, certificates, 

and gravestones. 
A centered column can be 

dramatically uneven. 
Centered lines should be broken to 
emphasize key phrases (such as the 

name of a bride or the date of a 
wedding) or to allow a new thought to 

begin on its own line. 
Breaking lines in this manner is called 

breaking for sense.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Centered

A small amount of text 
Headings  
Content under headlines

Long paragraphs  

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Type + 
Paragraph 
Columns 

Centered

Graphic 
Design tips
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Type + 
Paragraph 
Columns 

Centered

Graphic 
Design tips
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Type + 
Paragraph 
Columns 

Centered

Graphic 
Design tips
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Type + 
Paragraph 
Columns 

Centered

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

JUSTIFIED TEXT has even edges 
along both sides of the column. 
Justified text has been the norm in 
Latin typography since Gutenberg. In 
metal typesetting, printers can justify 
each line by hand, using small metal 
spacers to alter the gaps between 
words and letters and thus make all 
t h e l i n e s t h e s a m e l e n g t h . 
Hyphenation breaks words that don't 
f it at the end of a line. Digital 
typesetting performs this labor 
automatically. The justif ied type 
makes efficient use of space. It also 
creates a crisp shape on the page.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

JUSTIFIED TEXT has even edges 
along both sides of the column. 
Justified text has been the norm in 
Latin typography since Gutenberg. In 
metal typesetting, printers can justify 
each line by hand, using small metal 
spacers to alter the gaps between 
words and letters and thus make all 
t h e l i n e s t h e s a m e l e n g t h . 
Hyphenation breaks words that don't 
f it at the end of a line. Digital 
typesetting performs this labor 
automatically. The justif ied type 
makes efficient use of space. It also 
creates a crisp shape on the page.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Books and newspaper 
(About 10 words per line) 

Websites or more dynamic layouts 

Justified

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Justified

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush left/rag right

FLUSH-LEFT TEXT has a hard left edge 
and a soft right edge. Word spaces do 
not fluctuate, preventing big holes 
from violating the text block. This 
format honors the flow of language 
over the law of the box. The right edge 
should be uneven, forming a gentle 
rag with minimal hyphenation and no 
lines that are excessively long or short. 
A rag is considered "bad" when it looks 
too even or too uneven, or when it 
begins to form strong shapes, such as 
wedges, moons, stair steps, or diving-
boards.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush left/rag right

FLUSH-LEFT TEXT has a hard left edge 
and a soft right edge. Word spaces do 
not fluctuate, preventing big holes 
from violating the text block. This 
format honors the flow of language 
over the law of the box. The right edge 
should be uneven, forming a gentle 
rag with minimal hyphenation and no 
lines that are excessively long or short. 
A rag is considered "bad" when it looks 
too even or too uneven, or when it 
begins to form strong shapes, such as 
wedges, moons, stair steps, or diving-
boards.

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Make it easier to read,  
Headings, body text…

Too short length lines  

Flush left/rag right

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush left/rag right

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush left/rag right

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush left/rag right

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush-right text is typical in writing 
systems that read from right to left, 

including Arabic and Hebrew. In 
Latin-based typography, the flush-
right setting is rarely employed for 
long bodies of text. Implemented 
in smaller blocks, however, flush-

right text can be used to create 
marginal notes, sidebars, pull 

quotes, or other passages that 
comment on a text column or 

image. A flush or ragged edge can 
suggest attraction (or repulsion) 

between chunks of 
information.

Flush right/rag left

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush-right text is typical in writing 
systems that read from right to left, 

including Arabic and Hebrew. In 
Latin-based typography, the flush-
right setting is rarely employed for 
long bodies of text. Implemented 
in smaller blocks, however, flush-

right text can be used to create 
marginal notes, sidebars, pull 

quotes, or other passages that 
comment on a text column or 

image. A flush or ragged edge can 
suggest attraction (or repulsion) 

between chunks of 
information.

Flush right/rag left

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Flush right/rag left

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Multiple Alignments 

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Multiple Alignments 

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Centered Justified

Flush left Flush right

Summary! 
• It depends 

• Audience, medium, context, goal 

• Use left alignment for the majority of 
text on the web. 

• Avoid centered alignment for long 
paragraphs. 

• Be careful with right alignment! 

• Avoid Justified alignment in digital 
formats (unless it is static)

People can read 
& understand better

5. 
Legibility

Graphic 
Design tips
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Harmony 
Proportion 

https://supersfmk.life/product_details/56238805.html

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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Harmony 
Proportion 

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips

Layers 
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Empty spaces

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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Avoid too much information 

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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Facilitating attention, 
perception and processing  

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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Icons! 

https://thenounproject.com/

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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Graphic 
Design tips
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Textures 

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips With texture
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Textures 

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips

With texture

TexturePlain
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Templates

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

Graphic 
Design tips
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References

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

References

References

References

Graphic 
Design tips

behance.net
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References

Make it engaging 

6. 
Appeal

References

References

References

Graphic 
Design tips https://blog.spoongraphics.co.uk/
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What do you  
want learn more?

https://padlet.com/matheus28/what-would-
you-like-to-have-an-in-person-workshop-

on-6r6v6s3zxv8elums

2026 CES In-Service 



 InnovativeMedia.nmsu.edu 
 matheus@nmsu.edu

Give us feedback! 
Help me to improve this session 

Extension Speaks Learning Series 
Graphic Design for 
Extension: Tips to Elevate 
Any Outreach Material

https://acesnmsu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4MFslInASJ0DPkG?Q_CHL=qr


