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Range Improvement
Task Force

Experts help resolve resource
management conflicts.

The Range Improvement Task Force (RITF)
helps solve “real problems for real people.” The
RITF helps improve the quality of decisions
made about natural resource management

on public and private lands by providing
sound, scientific information to ranchers, land
managers, agency officials and policy makers.

Upon request, members of the task force can
weigh in on controversial issues and offer
their objective, third-party, expert opinions
on matters related to rangeland, livestock,
forest, watershed and riparian management,
agricultural and natural resource economics
and wildlife management. The RITF becomes
involved in cases where there are evident
educational needs, a lack of scientific
information with which to make informed
judgments, or where precedent-setting land
management decisions are necessary.

The RITF was formed in 1978 when New
Mexico ranchers expressed a need for expert
assistance with new environmental impact
statements, laws, regulations and policies.
Ranchers also envisioned the need for objective
technical science advisors from the land-grant
university community who would help them
manage their resources with the best science
available. Today, in addition to agricultural
producers, the RITF regularly fields requests
from local, state and federal agencies as well
as elected officials from all levels and political
affiliations.

An advisory committee assists RITF with
maintaining its vision of providing credibility

New Mexico State University's Range Improvement Task Force
(RITF) provides sound, scientific information to help improve the
quality of decisions about natural resource management on public
and private lands.

and balanced, professional assistance. The
committee is made up of leaders in the
agricultural industry, officials from a variety
of state and federal resources management
agencies and representatives from university
academic disciplines.

The RITF is an advocate for science and
science-based approaches to solving natural
resource management challenges. As a
leading provider of credible, factual, accurate
and impartial information in the field of
natural resource management, the RITF has
become the institutional memory for resource
management issues in the West.

The RITF includes faculty with Cooperative
Extension Service and Agricultural Experiment
Station appointments who stay apprised

of the latest science and policy issues and
conduct educational programs and applied
research projects to improve natural resources
management. The major emphasis is to have

a highly flexible and inter-disciplinary team of
experts available to respond to the needs of the
citizens of New Mexico.

For more information on the Range
Improvement Task Force, contact your local
county Extension office, call (575) 646-5102 or
visit aces.nmsu.edu/programs/ritf/index.html.
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Cooperative Extension Service
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences
MSC 3AE, PO Box 30003
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003-8003
575-646-3015
extension.nmsu.edu
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